TRVE RELATION | 


THE robe BATTLE 


OF - 
B I RK DS. 
Foughtia the lower Region of the Air, 


Between the Cities of Pole and Salines, 
The 26th of February laſt 16575. 


According to the Letters from Beſancon, of the 
Firſt of this Inſtant March, 1 6 7 6, 
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THE PRODIGIOUS BATTLE | 
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©%7 LLDOME paſles there an Age, in which 
2, the God of Nature doth not produce ſome- 


PL? - 
7o\S> 22 thing Surpriſing and Extraordinary, either co 
Yo Wn y RefleQ- 


[7 exerciſe the Faculties of Manzor by 
2024 ing upon himſelfe, to make him ſenſible of 
his own Weakneſs and Inabilities, be it-in the ſearch of 
Nature's 4rcanz, or in embracing the motions of Crace; 

But ſcarce ever hath there been a Prodigy parallel to 
this, which happened on the Twenty Sixt of the laſt | 
Month , betwixt Do': »nd Salizes in the French*Comte, 


A bout Nine in the Morning there appeared an Army of ' 
A 2 | Birds, /, 
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70\S>, 22 thing Surpriling and Extraordinary, either to 
A Z) J-& exerciſe the Faculties of Manzor by RefleQ- 


Nature's 4rcaz, or in embracing the motions of Crace. 
But ſcarce ever hath there been a Prodigy parallel to 
this, which happened on the Twenty Sixt of the laſt 


Month , betwixt Do': »nd Salines in the French*Gomnt?. - 


A bout Nine in the Morning there appeared an Army of 
A 2 | Birds, 


Z7G::0 ing upon himſelfe , to make him ſenſible of 
his own Weaknelſs and Inabilities, be it-in the ſearch of 
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©] Fhoſe that were moſt numerous next to theſe, were 
of a Reddiſh Colpur, had Claws that weighed Two O- 


(2) 
Birds, ſo numberleſs that they darkned the very Air, 
and a$ifthey had defign'd that Phace for their Rendez- 
VOus in order to the enſuing Engagement, after a confu» 
ſed wheeling about for the ſpace of Two Hours, as if 
there had happened fome diſagreement among(t them , 
they fill into Two Bodies, ſeeming to defy each other : 
The Elie} whereof follows. For after they had piven the 
Signai, with Schrikes and horrible Whizzings in the Air, 
w:th which al the Neighbonring Places reſounded , they 
Enzged with all the Circumſtances, obſervable bertwixt 
Inc-nied Armies, led on by Commanders of Equal Bra- 
very ang Experience. The Fight began with Skirmiſhes, 
but Clofing , they Fought for many Hours together with 
ſuch Eagerneſs and Animofity on both Sides , that there 
were found many Thouſands upon the Earth, ſome fti- 
fled , ſome half dead , others embrued in blood and 
torn in pieces , the reſt flutrering with wearied wings 
Retired no- man knew whither. | 
They that had the Curioſity to view the Plate, after 
the. Slaughter was ended, obſerved, among the Birds 
that lay Dead upon the Ground , a Hundred Kinds dif- 
fering as well in Shape , as in Bulk and Feather, 
Thoſe that were moſt numerous had Black Feet,weighed 
Four or Five Poynd , had Thick Claws, but very Sharp 


 *#6d @rpoked, and Beaks hooked in. like thoſe of Par- 
| Tots3' fo 


me' of them were of a dark Gray, others Aſh- 


Coloured. : 


'* tices; with Beaks like Herons, and wings extraordina- 
© ally. chick ſer with Feathers ſome Two- Foot long, There 
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"were others of a Yellow Feather mixt with Black , much | 
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bigger, 
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(3) 
bigger then Pigeons , with Dented Beaks , footed like 
Geeſe, having changeable Feathers, 

Others were Yellow . with Beals Enamelled with 
Grey and Sea-Green, and talons like Sparrow=hawks, 
and the ſame bigneſs. 

Others had besks long and thick ending in form 
of a Cornet, and 'ris likely that theſe were they whoſe 
Cries in the Signal, reſembled the ſound of ſmall Buplee 
horns. Ther Feathers were of a Sooty colour, their 
| Talons were made like thoſe of Vuleurs. It would be 
tedious to give you an aceconnt of all the kinds, for there 
were ſome like Doves, others like Bats 5 and many of 
ſuch a form, as cannot be exprels'd, by reaſon of the lit= 
on ar no reſemblance they have to any thing heretofore 

Bufhes as high as men, were bidden, and the earth co« 
vered , with Ecaps of them in many places for above 
| Five Hundred Paces in length, where the heat of the 
Battel had been, beſides many Huudreds that lay ſcat. 
tered here and there. ' And others, when they could Fly 
no longer, flag'd, fell down, and dyed. 

Laſtly, When their ſtrength was quite exhauſted and 
ſpent, as divers of the Inhabitants of the County of 
Burgundy relate, People were affrighted with thoſe 
Doleful and hideoas Cries, thoſe poor Creatures breath- 
ed forth, with their laſt. 

The Governour of that Province, fearipg that the 
great number of dead Birds might lofett the Air, in the 
place where they fell, ſeat many Pioneers from Dole to 
Bury them3 ſome whereof falling Sick , whether by 
the weakneſs of the Imagination, which cafily ſuffers 


fzom the ſtrong impreſfion, uſuall upon ſuch extraordi- 
nary 


